Frequently Asked Questions about Grants
The goal of the Restoration Fund is to restore, replace or acquire equivalent natural resources of the Valley Creek Watershed which have been injured, destroyed or lost by the release of hazardous substances from the Paoli Rail Yard Superfund site. 
Q. When can an application be submitted and to whom?
R. An application to the Valley Creek Trustee Council can be submitted anytime. An application can be submitted via email to cgmarshall@nni.com or mailed to Superintendent, VFNHP, 1400 North Outer Line Drive, King of Prussia, PA 19406-1009. Application forms can be found on the Trustee Council’s web site at www.savevalleycreek.org or requested from the Superintendent of VFNHP at the above address.
Q. What is the funding limit for grants?
R. There is no specified limit. The greater are the benefits of a project, the greater the grant could be. Past grants have ranged from $3,000 to $58,000. Matches for grants are desired.
Q. How much of a match is required?
R. There is no specified match. The Trustee Council thinks favorably about grants that have a substantial match from applicant resources or from Growing Greener or other grant programs.
Q. What kinds of projects are eligible?
R. Eligible projects involve physical construction for stormwater management, stream stabilization or restoration, riparian enhancements, increasing stream access, and wild brook trout transfers to Crabby Creek. Non-physical eligible projects include land conservation easements and land purchases.
Q. What kinds of projects are ineligible?
R. Research, education, monitoring and measurement projects as stand-alone projects are ineligible. Construction projects can include elements of research and/or education, e.g., signs, monitoring, measurement and maintenance for up to three years after the project is completed.
Q. What does it mean to have a reimbursement grant?
R. The VCTC prefers to make grant payments to the applicant after the project is completed and paid for by the applicant. However, the VCTC knows that some applicants do not have the funding available to “finance” the project until reimbursement is received. Therefore, the VCTC will negotiate payment schedules with those applicants.
Q. Can I obtain a grant for a project required by my stormwater NPDES permit?
R. No. The funds are not to be used to help applicants meet obligations required by law, regulations, or permits. However, funds can be used for projects that go beyond mandated requirements. The funding would be for the incremental cost over the cost of what is required.
Q. Where can I find additional information about the watershed and the grant program and
     who do I contact if I have questions?
R. Additional information about the Restoration Fund, the Restoration Plan and the program can
     be found at www.savevalleycreek.org. 
Q. Can funds from this grant be used outside the Valley Creek Watershed?
R. No. If grant projects do not have an expectation or demonstrated benefit in the Valley Creek
    watershed, they do not meet the guidelines found in the Valley Creek Restoration Plan and
    are therefore ineligible for funding.
Q. What is the Valley Creek Trustee Council?
      R. The Valley Creek Trustee Council is composed of representatives of the United States
           Department of Interior and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The U.S. Department of Interior
           is represented by the Superintendent of Valley Forge National Historical Park and the
          Commonwealth of PA is represented by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC).
          The Council was established under the “Superfund” Law when Valley Creek was discovered,
    in the mid-1980’s, to be contaminated by polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s), a carcinogen.    The Trustee Council developed the Restoration Plan for Valley Creek Watershed
   
and administers the implementation of the Plan. The Restoration Plan can be downloaded from this website.
Q. Can grant projects be conducted anywhere in the watershed?
R. Yes, projects can be conducted anywhere in the watershed.  However, a top down watershed
    approach has been identified as the preferred approach to project implementation. Therefore,
    projects proposed that fall within upper portions (headwaters or first order sub-basins) of the
    watershed will be given preference over projects within the lower portions of the watershed
   (3rd order basins).
